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Sightings ··:; ... · -. . ..... 

I received a letter from Betty .Gallagher, of th� L�:�h .Ness C E;ntre. She sent a 
co�y of a rather strange comfirunication they have ·�eceived�.and n�ws _of a re�orted 
sighting. The letter was from Geoffrey Ha:J.ton, �·of Leeds; he had visiteQ. the Exll.ibition 
while on holiday in the area and had enjoyed i �. It prompted him to se:qd :·them his idea. 
of how the monster story became so strong. "l·Jhilst there ma,.y well have ·been something 
alive in the Loch over the centuries� · in my opinion you should be looking BEYOND a. 
monster. You should also be looking f?t .. the Ninth Legion. - or what might remain of it 
after nearly 2,000 years� Though some q��pute it, the pop�lar story is that the Nin�h 
Legion marched out of York northwards 'an4.-was never seen �gain or heard ofo Suppose 
it was ambushed by the Picts and the re�a±ns dumped in the Loch? Then in order to 
reduce th� risk of awful Roman retributio-n,. you �reate a voodo.o about ·where the. evidence 
was lying. This dreadful voodoo \·.ras weli. e.stablished by 565 .AD when St Calumba encoun­
tered 'it'. It is interesting to note:th?t.�n later years (in 685 AD) the Pi9ts lured 
Egfrid, the An.F.tli�-::. ruler of Northumbr.ia, --arid his army to a sticky end in the marshes 
of Dunnichen Moss in Forfar (and, curiously,. St Cuthbert, at the time in Carlisle, had 
a 'vision' of it all)." I thtnk ueoffrey is not su�gesting that there is not a monster, 
but that the fact that there �as was put t'o, g.ood useo He finished . by saying that 
perha�s metal detectors should be used in'.the loch, along with all the other research 
gerlr' in. case SO!!lething with SPQR on it could. b'e. fouhd 0 A strange idea 0 Th.e Romans 
did get that far nor-th and it is a defightful thought to combine the 'myth' of the 
Ninth along with the 'myth' of Loch. Ness. 

. , � . 

The re-ported sighting vJas from Neal St·evenso'n, of Stoke-on-Trent, on October 25th 
1988, and Betty said it was the first she had heard of since January and quoted; "I 
was standing on the castle tower chatting to a. couple from Birmingham at lOo45 a.m. 
I am well used to Loch Ness, being an annual:. visitor wi.th a boot· for many years. I 
was looking towards Inverness \o[hen for: no mor-e than. t·wo seconds a rounded black shape 
a-p-peared �ausing a rippling ef.fett on the ·flat-calm water about 300 yards off the 
Castle headland. The couple turne� but only saw the ri-ppling effecto We continued 
talking and to my surprise I saw· � thin neck and small head ��PB r just to the left of 
where the previous shape hed disaop,eared. It \-JaS just as brief and once more they (the 
couple) mi�sed it. I .. t�ought perhaps it vJas an otter but feel it was too far into the 
deep \va ter ,,. .also so we how the sh3.pe. wasn't right." 

Whil�· Ef'ik B
.
eckjord was et the loch he henrd of three sightinp:s, all in lRte 

Auf!Ust and. all iri··the Urquhf.trt Bay area·. He gave just brie'f details, and I pass these 
ono First was by ·a yo�ng�ter.of seven; this boy on a cruiser· said he h�d seen a tail, 
hump, .1.nd head_.neck, between the boat in the bay nnd the castle. The second was at 
9. 30 in the evening, a time when 1uost of the cruisers are tied up, and the light start­
ing to go. A 14 year old boy in a·chalet overlooking the bay, which could have been 
the same one that Al�stair and Sue· Boy·d use, re"Dorted a twenty foot hump with what 
seemed like a long neck la.id along "the surface. It was off one of the river mouths in 
the corner of Urquhart Bay

·. These are the river�. Coil tie and Enricko Erik did not 
specify which �ne. 'rhe En rick is in the no_rthern corner, furthest away from the 
suggested chalet, and would app��r to be in the corner of the bay, so perhaps is th� 
one intended. The third report v;as from .� girl on the sta.ff at Urquhart Castle, who 
v.:as said to have seen a hump, no details at rtll. I pass these reports on as I received 
them. I cannot evaluate them without much more informr,tion. I would say thqt reports 
f::-om young people should be viewed very carefully. They. do tend to have more vivid 
i�aginations, nnd to report se�ing wh�t they think they should' see, and perhaps not 
what tcey have seen. 
Erik Beckjord 

I hRv.e had a number of letters from Erik, mostly covering ground already gone over 
in Ness2etters, water-bird wRkes, g�rgoyle head, etc. Referring to NIS 89 he suggests 
thr.�t perta:ps I have allowed myself to be influenced by Aidrian Shine's opinions and 
rushed·to ·th� wrong conclusions about the 'tree stump' and 'gargoyle head'. While I 
always hope th:rt I .t[.lke, into accoun:t whatever ;information and opinions 1.re available, 
I do form. my'. 'own eQnclusions .' · . In .the case ··.of. the 'stump' .. I was ·rortuna.te to be ·able. to 
see it, �nd ·while the conditi<21s ··.were ··very different from its resting -place on the loch. floor,. what ·was to be· s�en w�s .too c·lase .. to the 'gargoyle he d' to be igno.ved. As I 

· 

said, it placed·a large �uesti�n mark after the photograph and made it un�cceptable 
as evidence. Back home Erik has been processing 11 rolls of still and 4 rolls of. movie 
filmo These sho't� marly ty·r-�s of water-birds, mergansers, divers, mall3.rds and other 



2 
kinds of ducks, along with boats Rnd other craft on the loch. While at the loch E�ik 
noted that the nearer one is to wat�r le1el the more the wakes of birds and craft 
appear as a single line. The higher you get it becomes more obvious that these wakes 
:3.re vees. He says the bird wakes tend .to be wide and disappear quite quickly, in 
seconds, as the water birds -. pass • .  ·Erik says th�t from about 1()0 feet elevation he could 
see the wakes of mergansers � .- and ftlm some, and they w·ere plainly vees. At over 1400 
yatds , wit.h the naked eye., act�a�.:mergansers and oth€r waterbirds were very hard to._. 
make out at ali- pin.prtcks'�.nnd -their wakes could be seen as a line. However even 

. thes�_could �e made out to be vee wakes .when a pair of binoculars , or telephoto lens, 
was �uped; als·o· the birds making �hem. could be seen, albeit tiny at the distance. Next 
to Scott. II" they app·e.�red like ants. Using .Dick RGynor' s· largE; t.elephoto lens (1,000 mm 
ex-LNI · I believe;·Ri�) Erik 1lai photographed a blob in Borlum B�y at a distance of 
1309 _me.tres. At that range ·there was nothing shown .to get excited about� Erik says 
th.ey are ·still looking at other photos, as things can. pop up. in ·pictures when yo• do 
not e�pect ·anything. He cites the photogrn.ph. taken by J ennifer Bruce in 1982.. She.· 
took a shot from the Temple Pier area across Urquhart Bay; when it was processed there 
was_what seems to be a snake-like .head and neck close inshore. Although the l3rge 
mooring bO.�y in the right hand si4e of the pho tograph is usually carefully left out of 
publ�shed prints. I ·am verf plcc ... � ed to note that E!ik has taken the valuable chance . 
to build on�his. knowledge of the �och-and its various water fowl. ·r have always recom­
mended members to ke·ep log books and take photographs of ordin1-1ry things, if at �11 
possible, when·they visit the loch; there is very littl� as useful as experience. When 
Erik first wrote to me in.l983 his -letter was headed: L�cturer-Photographer-Writer­
Film.-ma,ker-Invest'ign.tor of ·Anomalous Phenomena. A little .l-9ter the heading became 
The Hational Grj'ptozoological Society : The� it became The Crypt_ozoo.logy Huseum Project 
( i• }'regress) or (planning stage). Thi� is a.n idea Er:i:k. has been :trying to bring to 
fruition for some ti_me. ·It seems thnt. he h?-s succee.ded now, to a point. ·He. sr;..ys the 
Cryptozoology Museum will o�en in .a l�rg� t�st�u�ant, Rnd h� ertcour3ges any holders of 
Nessie photo·s··· or .eviden.ce., · dr�winp:s, etc.� ,to oont�Q·t him a't?out display�ng their 
material. The emphasis will hot be on larg�:gekko·Iizards no� iong�legged cou�rs, 
but on the

. 
t_rue mystery anima ls or cre9.tures + such as. Nessie, Bi,gfoot· and tf1e .like, in� 

clud{ng the. mystery cats :of Bri taino Soru�: of the deta.ils gi. ven i:n a pres·s reJ.:ense were,­
Erik Beckjord and Gene Ball , respectively the di:t"ector of t�e mu.�eum .�_nd. owner. of 
TRI�NCAS restaurant, · 30765 Pacific Coast Highway 4 Hallbu; have agreed t<? instal 9- series 
of displays by the museum in the restauranto These will giVe information on crypto­
zoology, ·which-is the search for nnd study· of mystery animals such as the Loch Ness 
f1onster, Bigfoot, the Yeti, Canada's Ogopogo lake monster, Champ of Lake Champlain, 
the Mokel� M'bembe of the Congo, se� serpents and other mysterious and uncollected 
animals and creatures world-wide. On_ display will be blood, hair and feces, samples 
of· B.igfoot, tracl:<, casts, photographs with analyses by experts, clippings, drawings, 
and eye-witness accounts. These will be displayed on the walls of the restaurant and 
dance areas, and visitors will be able to follow the panels from room to room in 
sequence. It was felt by the :tv1useum staff that the clean· northern M;:)_libu coastline 
was an excellent spot to open the temporary �useum, which plans to open in a larger 
building of its OWn at some future date. This .coastal area h8s reported sea serpents 
in the past, and +�� mountains in Learby Ventura· County h3ve reported sightings of 
Eigfoot from i;irne to time. The .'museum is affiliated with the Nati-onal Cryptozoological 
Society, a group of volunteer res�3rchers ipto cryptozoological mysteries all over the 
world. Thirteen years of field investigations hav� contributed to the museum display, 
as well as items contributed by other rese�rchers and research groups. The approach 
of the museum will be threefold; a) skaptical ; b) zoological; c) new explanntions. 
TRAN�AS is famous in the L.A. area as being a good dn.nce sp.ot as well as for being a 
good :amily r·estaurant serving American-style cuisine. The hours of the restaurant, 
wrl.ich serves breakf�st, lunch and fi'&nner at reasonable prices, are 6 t o 9 d.!::tily • 

Admission to the museum section is free of charge. Parking is plentiful and the 
res-+:auran-: is not far past the famous Zuma Be�ch, which in turn is te� rriiles past 
Pepperdir .. e 'Q.niversi ty. · Erik has p.lso sent· ·word of what he terms 'to\.; Cost Cryptq­
zoology' , the Cryptozoology Bul+etin. _ "$ee all the ·articles th�t the ?the_r groups 
wil: not print. Learn' the ·very I�tes� from Loc h N �ss, the truth ·about LiZ:·ar.P. Man of 
the se swamp�,- and· the New Guinea ·Mer.maid debqcle." I hetve�had· twq slips .:with this 
informatior;. an4 the eos.t g:lven.L:Aa::i-�9. 99,; however the:U.K. cost a.D:d number:. of issues 
differed in each -one • . .  One said. t.wo issu:es per year for £7·J)I irnd the otper sto?.tes 
4 issues fo!: £8·.5•-· -�he· addr·es:s �is .gi'ven as: N.C.S., Box 6534, Zuma Beach·,- Ca,0264, 
U.S.h� .�..t 'tioul.d.seerQ· that tne·Bulleti• has been published before ?.s ·nUnibe_r,..-11 is 
mentio--r.�.e� •. · I hRv ·e not· seen a ebpy· 'o{ C.B� and would suggest anyone i�t;rested should 
write and ret;ll,est .a· .sa·m-p1e .. co-py 'before. subscribing. . . . . .., , . . . . . 

' , · 



Books etc. 
I have a flyer from Danny Perez who h�s compiled 'Big Footnotes' , a comprehenstve 

bibliography con�erning Bigfoot,. The Abomina•le Snowman and related being5. Whether 
such beings ��ist or not, it says that because they are part of wcrldwide folklore 

. 

there is a.··i�gitimate reason to study and examine t):'leir ·case-.. Storieci, seldom. seen, 
uncaught, ;Bfgfoot is balanced on the edge of physical'reality, they have ),e.en referred 
to countless times in print. Now for the first time eV€r those printed references are 
here in bibliographic form, from books, n1-�.gazines, journ:1ls ,. newspapers, :bulletins,. 
encyclopedias, tel�vision, �adio,· records, tapes, comics, .�nd miscelian�ous.publications. 
Thirte•n chapters of ·methodically arr�nged entries,international in scope, page on page 
of exhaust�ve research. Danny says that no fledgling student of the Bigfoot mystery 
should be ��thout a copy ·of 'Big Footnotes'. The price is $14 plus $2_posi and �acking; 
no U.K. equivalent is quoted . ·The address is: Center for Bigfoot Studies, 10926· 
Milano avenue, Norwa.lk CA 90650, U .S.A. . 

A short .. note ·from Nick Witchell. A. new 'up-dated' edition of. 'The Loch Ness Story' 
will be p:ublished by Corgi Boo1:s on April 21st. It includes "The Zoologist's Tale" by 
Dro Denys W. Tucker, the forner Principal _Scientific officer at the British Museum 
(Na�ura.l �istory): the first detailed cozm11ent by him on this subject for very .nearly 
.thirty years, since his dismissal from the 'Museum� 

Word �rom Heather 'Malcolm; .. for. the Loch Nes·s rod Morar . Project, which .. is to publish 
in the "Scottish Natur-3-list"·· They. have i:?ecured. a number··of re- prints of the paper 
which are offered to NIS members; I.hope to include an order form .. The docuw�nt is 
nearly lOO pages long1 and contains much detailed information on the work of the Project 
over the ln.s.t deead,e and is produced on high quality. 90 gsm. paper. The price will be 
£4.0G plus £1.00 P & P for U.K. or plus £5.00 P & P overse.as. ·Offer limited to first 
5C applicants. · 

Some time ago' I gave details of the 'Out of Pri;n� Book. Service', I have used 
their se�vice, as ha�e . some member�, and beeri �·tisfi�d. They are still operating 
but have a change of address; it is now: 13 Pantb�ch Road, Birchgrove, Cardiff CF4 lTU, 

:·Tel. Cardiff 627703. They will trt ahd locate books and other literature of any type, 
S.A.E� will bring full details. . 

Just to round off this piece I have a letter· from Steuart Car!ipbell, and he 
· suggests that I should have give� the title of his article in the BJP, also that it is 

n'ot a monthly and should ha:ve�. the ·precise date. The British· Journal of Photography, 
22nd September l9S8, artici� by S t eua�t Campbell entitled ' The Key to the ·loch?' ""•" • 1' '" � : I 

Ulrich Magin 
Ulrich who produces the interesting newsletter BILK, which is mentioned in Ness­

letters from time·to time; has.sent me the latest 25/26 issue, and a note. He was on 
holiday in the U.K. in Septewbe�, visiting Loch Ness, Kyle of Lochalsh, Barmouth and 
F'almouth, but he did not' observe anything unusualo As usual when in Inverness he 

· 

spent time searching through old newspaper records • . There were half a dozen published 
i� the are� during the 19th century and three are indexed in the Inverness library. 
The Inverness Journal of 20th January 1832 reporte -i on a mermaid ::it Ullctpoo1; it also 
carried word of t,1.c Str0 nsa beast on 27th January 180,. During mid 1848 the Inverness 
Courier 1iscussed on four occasions with much irony, the Daedakys sea seroent. The 
Inverness Advertiser had a lett ai' from Mr .. Mo Banks in the edition of 3rd JanuBry l�54. 
He was asking 

. 
for information from readers Ftbout, wh.!:'\.t he termed as 'large whales' 

5 n our Highl and lochs. He said they had been reper-�.tedly seen in Loch Bhadluachraaich, 
by Udriglr , and Also in Lochnasealg, in Ross-shire·. Mr. Banks wrote again,lltth March, 
to complain that he had not received even one letter in replyo He went on to say th�t 
the 'big fish' were seen recently in Loch Bad-a-Luachrach. He then listed three sea 
,serpent sightings from Scotland and said he was certain the loch fish wer_e a different 
s?eciea. Along with the above Ulrich lists a number of other 'sea serpent', 'loch 
monster• and other rel3ted references, among them one about Loch Morar. The Highland 

News, of 14th April 1917, had an article on ' Tra�itional Monsters of the West '. In 
it reference is made to Norag with various details. It also said the last time it 
was see� was inl898. Ulrich says that the first newspaper report he has found con­
cerning Loch Ness is that of Ian Milne in the Inveruess Courier of 29th August 1930, 
the start of the modern era, as Ulrich puts it. He concludes that "It is now quite 
clear that there were no monsters in Loch Ness prior to 1930, or the Inverness. papers 
would have mentioned it. AJeo, the long-n�cked sea creature is a modern myth, earlier 
loch monsters \.Vere goblins, mermaids or big fieh." O"'er the years Ulrich has done 
much by way of research in old newspaper files, and obviously should know �ow valid 
are findings based on such work. However I would make some.comments� In 'The.Loch 
Ness Story' by Nicholas Witchell, he quotes the Ian Milne sighting as being reported 
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in the N orthern Chronicle· on .27th Al.lgust · t93o', just. two days ·earl ier but perha ps Ulr:ich 
:should ·have ·quo�e0 .. :-it.� �nles� ·he lUissed it�. Nick also saic=J in· nis . . oook that the 
Nqrther'n Chront.c1e pU:blip.he.d a.n appeal ·t-or ··fur.ther · :i.:n.forrp'ition·:-o.n · tne phenomenon under 
:lts. rlC;C<?Utnd af·.t:ne·'s1ght.i.ng�- _r.. week latei, on :3r.d S=�ptetrfber, 'it. _print .ed · several letters 
fr�m ·.P�Q'ple ··who: d�;5·c·�·ibed the.ir Owri :pr: ot.�e� peop,le '

·
S: ex:Pe.ri.�nces' on the 'loch·. One 

co.:rre�pq�eiit .'' ·-rr·�m. �}!���p,ess:, ·wrot€: t��� . . �b.?u:t._ . . f?.rty· y�ar�. -previously the skipper and 
. cr�w q.fa· ca•al· ste�rt;e� -�aw a monst·er. anin1al ·or fiQ.n ·while· on 'passa ge tqrough the loch • 

. . . ... This .'�q\11d �ut·.:a "aate·.�q{189,0. on s�ch: ari ·ac�-�rre�ce � nicely .wi'th�n the period . of 
· . .' ·. ·:afr:i.ch'·� �lete�t .:.�e:a�c11·�:.."' -Bu.t it·· seems·::tn'€�. newspapers did··not· e:·o�e. to .. hear of such a 

· · 
·. ·· :r:epo.r;t, ·:·or. :perha;ps' .i.�. ·�slipp�d ·by Ulrich·,,.: · ··Afs6. that wa� �only· o.�:e of sev�:ral replies 

. ap.c.or.ding t9 Nick�· So .. perhaps Ulr�ch' s �·oncl,usions ar.e not.:· as· foolproof as· he would 
hope • .. · Ulricfl: ·a.1s9 _·,qupteR a. report·. from the Scott ish Daily 'Record , 2nd· September 198�. 
S_krJ?per;• John 'Galbra{th, and two erewrnen,- 64 -.t,heir trawler ; Sapphire; were in Foyers Bay 

. 6n 1st Sept��nber •. .
.

. J,heir sonar picked .up a ).a.rge tRed ·blob' at a ·depth 6f 70r'l feet • 

. Galbraith ·said: !'Th�$ .ras a· large , moving, ·"apparently living 1nass about 10' feet in 
· length . :· �t' s the. �oi.t. �f eeh'o· you ·would·. ·get. froin a- ·densely.;.packed·· shoal of fish.. But 
there ·a·re: ce�tainly n0 shoals of anything···i�. the -�re·sh water··' of the loch." Adrian 
Shine of the, Loch Ness Project was . quoted· as .sayi_ng: '.'This· ·i� very interesting. It is 
a lsr:ge

_ .�ss 0.�. �orpething nnd it. is the _best. �.�ho .we ha've· n:-ad fro m 'the' lo�h bottom in 
. y�ars of· reseatch·. '� . . . . . . 

. . 
. .· . 

: 
·
:r�_ .hi�

-:·
.��±·� . Ul�ich said t'h�t� this yet;i;.. )l'e begarL to notiqe that there 

.exists a 
. ··la�ge 'body .of unwritten folklore�· �bout :t;h.e ·l och and .. the�· monster.· 'Nearly. everyone that 

he. met-: in the Youth Hostel knew some strange story· th.§t he had heard from a· friend or 
.. ·:.loca�.. H.e gave some examples: one German said h� - h··.d h

·
�B.rd from a local that there 

wc.s a shoal of 8 seals in the lqch, which.u�u::�.lly ·_swam in .. line, thus cre3ting the 
monster .. He was . told - by a Scot that one or' his .. friends .b�d ·been diving in Loch.Ness 
whe.n: . . h_e saw hurtdreds of lar.ge eyes st_.ct�i.P_g .. at:-. him��.-� Th"Eise�·�turned. ·out to be. golf palls 
'from-�� loaal golf course� Atr Arner'ican .told· ;·h'ir���·· he···had ·read . . ( and believed) that no 
birds are �ver Seen· over: the ioch, .or i� th� water;>t}rey. �r�· �11 afraid .�.f the monster. 
Ulrich S3.YS that he has never seen _any .of ·theni in piin� , �·and' suggests tha't _perhaps 
they are all new st ories. . While- they are :all ·un1ike�y.,: . . they are believed by many, 
and ·sooner or later they could .frippe0r .in popul-ar .:·newsp_aper. ' a.'rticl�s or magazines. 
He wonders if any: of · our: �e!nber.s h'cave heard simi'lar stor�es .• 

. . 
That's it for this time, pleF.�.se let me have your news and views, �hey · are 

always needed -: or folkl9re stor-Es for .Ulrich. The :a�xl:v�ss is··:· R. R.· .H.epp)..e, 
7 Huntshieldford_, 6 · .. J ohrtE- ··cn""nel, Bishop· Au.cklA-nd, ·C.0 ·Durham, DL13 lRQ· • . 

Tel: 0388.53735.90 Subscriptio� u ·. K .- ·£2·.7·5, u.s·.A.'- $9 .• 00 
. 

. 

.' 

. : . 

,. •  , . .  

. � . . . . . . . 
J/'�1 • • • 

.... i .. 
.. .. · . . · . 

' . •  ,. ·.p �·!:·:. � ... 
(

.·:�· 

, ·, '. r' -1 

' t  I 

. . \ 
' • 't � • 

·::t:: ...• . 

1 • 

. . 
� .> ... .. . 

,•. �· 

' •,t' I :  

·
· ..

. 

. . . .... •.
· 

.f I 

.J • � • 

Ri1. 
I 

!' 

( ·.· 

"'\
-' •. 

'. :'· p 

. . : . 
·, 

. � .. 


